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Reflections of a Pastor 

 

Dear Friends of Pleasant Valley, 

 

     We are now closing out the Season of Lent, a 40 

day period in the spiritual “wilderness” and a time 

of prayer and spiritual self-examination. We came 

together and observed a time of prayer and the 

imposition of ashes as we were challenged with the 

fact that oftentimes pondering death leads us to 

renewed and rejuvenated life. Lent has been a forty 

day period of prayer and spiritual self-examination 

as we identified with the passion and suffering of 

Christ who gave his life for the sins of the world. 

Forty days is reflective of the forty days Jesus 

fasted in the wilderness, tempted by the devil. We 

have journeyed together through Lent and 

discovered how God can use the “Wilderness 

Times” in our lives for strengthening our faith and 

increasing our dependence on Him. 

 Lent will conclude on Easter Sunday, April 

16th and I would like to challenge you to get out and 

invite your friends and neighbors to come and 

celebrate our Risen Lord with us. Our Easter 

Sunday 11:00am worship service will consist of 

prayer, uplifting music, an abbreviated worship 

service and our Easter Cantata, presented by our 

Pleasant Valley UMC Choir, directed by Holly 

Huggins, choir director. 

 With all that God is up to, this is an exciting 

time of year for Pleasant Valley UMC. May God 

continue to bring excitement and hope to us as we 

seek His will for our lives and His church. Once 

again, I encourage each of you to be inviters. Bring 

someone with you to church each week and 

especially on Easter Sunday. He is Risen! Let us 

praise Him! 

      

  Blessings, 

  Pastor Ben 

  ben.wills@ngumc.net 

 

United Methodist Women 

 

     The United Methodist Women met on Monday, 

April 3rd at 7:30. President Mary Knotts read a 

devotional on Spring Cleaning – not only cleaning 

our homes, but also cleaning our souls. Janelle 

Herring and Scarlett Kitchens were the hostesses. 

Janelle did a short program on “Storms” in our 

lives. Our next meeting will be on May 8th at 7:30 

in the annex. Our hostess will be Belinda Pinnow. 

Our monthly project will be paper goods for “Our 

Daily Bread.” 

 

United Methodist Men 

 

The United Methodist Men meet the 1st 

Sunday of each month at 7:30 for breakfast (6:30 

for cooks) unless there is a conflict with another 

event. 

 In a meeting earlier this year, we discussed 

how we could be of help to others – we decided to 

make a donation to FISH, and also to the Savannah 

Martin Dog Fund. Savannah is a young lady with an 

illness that requires her to have a service dog. We 

have made a donation to that fund. At our last 

meeting we planned our Chicken BBQ for the 

summer. It will be on June 10th. We will have more 

information on the BBQ as the date gets closer. 

 All men of the church are invited  and guests 

are welcome also to attend our meetings. We have 

good fellowship and good food! 

 

   John Howard, President 

 

 

“For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only begotten son and 

whosoever believeth in him shall not 

perish but have everlasting life.” 



 
Katherine Thomas – April 4th 

Caleigh Anderson – April 16th 

B. R. Anderson – April 22nd 

Abigail Anderson – May 18th 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

Johnny and Kim Howard – May 21st 

Ben and Sammi Wills – May 31st 

 

 

Ushers & Greeters 

 

April: Scott and Scarlett Kitchens 

May: John and Levon Redding 

June: Janelle Herring and John Howard 

 

Happenings at 

Pleasant Valley 

 

Thank you so much to all of you who helped out 

with our Rise Against Hunger Campaign. We raised 

over $3,000, packaged over 10,000 meals, and 

made a huge difference! I pray that we will consider 

ways in which God might be calling us to continue 

to help in the fight against hunger locally and 

around the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 14th we will be celebrating Mother’s Day. 

We will honor our mothers who are still living and 

also memorialize our mothers who have passed 

away. 

 

 

 

We will be honoring our very own Courtney 

Kitchens on May 14th as she graduates from high 

school this year! CONGRATULATIONS, 

COURTNEY!! WE LOVE YOU! 

 

 

 

As we seek to better support our children at 

PVUMC, we need the majority of the Church to be 

trained in Safe Sanctuaries! If you plan to or would 

like to work with children in our church over the 

next three years (that should be almost everyone!) 

please plan on joining us for a free luncheon and 

safe sanctuary training following the worship 

service on May 7th. It will be a fun time of food, 

fellowship and equipping. 

 

Are you getting church 

text updates? 

 

If you are not currently getting weekly reminders 

from PVMC, please text the message @cb3634 to 

the number 81010 to sign up and receive scheduling 

reminders and updates from Pastor Ben! 

 

 

 

 



Prayer List 

 
 

Bill and Frances Bright, John Breedlove, Bettye 

Farmer Charles and Shirley McIntosh, Diane Clegg, 

Patrick Lease, Joan Stephens, Mike Henson, Larry 

Calloway, Janet Waite, Jimmy Kitchens, Pat and 

Ray Parker, Betty Casaday, Dr. Lawrence Lesser, 

Rev. Gary Whetstone, Judy Martin, Matt Burdette, 

Vickie Deal, Tom Alcorn, Jenny and Matt 

McCranie, Kayla Long, The Glaser Family, Reid 

Will, Faye Foster, Gerald Atha, Gail Atha, Joe and 

Wandra Landrus, Captain Mike Matthews, Jimmy 

Williams, Ray Collins, Papa Buc, Family of Sherry 

Frie, Family of John Restivo, Troy Warren, Pam 

Roberts, Peggy Byrd, the family of Bobbi Byrd, 

PVUMC and our country. 

 

We are trying to keep a current Prayer Concerns 

list. We apologize if we have omitted anyone 

erroneously. Please notify Pastor Ben of any 

additions or deletions from the above list. Also, 

please use our Community Prayer Box. Thank you 

for your help and prayers. 

 

Next Faithful Step 
 

Hi Church family, 

 

As many of you already know, this past weekend 

was our Next Faithful Step Consultation Weekend. 

The weekend was a time of reassessment of the 

ministry of our church and an opportunity for us to 

find out ways that we can take our next steps 

forward as a community of faith. I believe that God 

is at work and has begun to do a new thing in our 

midst. At the end of the weekend we received a 

report from the consultation team that detailed some 

of our major strengths as a congregation as well as 

some growing edges. The report that was passed out 

two weeks ago and can be found on our website at 

pleasantvalleygaumc.org/next-faithful-steps/ or 

Pastor Ben can get you a copy upon request. The 

report further details their findings. 

 

They discerned our strengths were: 

1. We are a Loving and Caring Congregation 

2. Excellent Worship & Preaching 

3. Strong Facilities 

4. Good Location 

 

They discerned these concerns: 

 

1. Lack of Unifying Vision & Direction 

2. Lack of Community  Connections 

3. Lack of Intentional Faith and Leadership 

Development 

4. Afraid the church has embraced “Survival 

Mode” 

 

Our prescriptions are: 

 

1. Work towards a unifying vision and 

direction 

2. Establish meaningful community 

connections 

3. Work towards intentional faith and 

leadership development 

 

Our church will hold a service of prayer and 

preparation to center the congregation around God’s 

calling and to fulfill the agreed upon prescriptions. 

(Details for accomplishing these prescriptions 

can be found in the report on our website as 

detailed above.) 

 

It will be up to us as a church as to how we respond 

and try our best to complete these prescriptions. I 

truly believe that these things are what our church 

needs. Will they be easy to implement? No. Will it 

take more time and effort of the whole church? Yes. 

But I believe that if we can come together and 

accomplish these things, Pleasant Valley UMC will 

be taking the steps of faith that God has called us to. 

Without God, none of this matters. 

 

So I ask that you first and foremost be in prayer as 

we embark on this new journey. Secondly, I ask that 

you be ready to step up and serve your church and, 

most importantly, your God as we seek to better His 

Church and His mission. Please do not hesitate to 

contact me with any questions. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Ben 

 
I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me will live, even though he dies, 

and whoever lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this? 

John 11:25-26 


